
 
 

 
Mid-Atlantic German Shorthaired Pointer Rescue 

Guidelines and Requirements for Foster Homes 
  

 
 

I. Mid-Atlantic GSP Rescue Introduction 

Mid-Atlantic GSP Rescue is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Donations to our Rescue 

are tax deductible.  We primarily serve Virginia, Maryland, W. Virginia and Delaware, but we do 

accept GSPs from Kentucky and other nearby states as our resources allow; there is not currently 

an active GSP rescue organization in many of these nearby states. We are run 100% by volunteers.  

We rely upon foster homes to shelter GSPs joining our program.  Most foster homes only foster 1 

GSP at a time; there is a limit of no more than 2 GSPs placed in any one foster home.  For each 

GSP fostered in a volunteer’s home, we are able to pull one more GSP from a shelter that is in 

danger of being euthanized.   

We place priority on MD/VA/WV/DE GSPs located in shelters and in danger of 

euthanasia.  If space allows, we accept dogs in shelters in danger of being euthanized from other 

nearby states.  If space allows, we accept dogs at facilities that are not in danger of being euthanized 



and finally, if space allows we accept owner surrender German Shorthaired Pointers in our 

coverage area.  Our intake priority is in that order.  We do not accept dogs with a known bite 

history or a history of demonstrated human aggression.  Historically, we take in and place 

approximately 80-100 German Shorthaired Pointers per year.  Unfortunately, there are German 

Shorthaired Pointers that we do not have space for, even with our tremendous group of foster 

homes and volunteers, so we are always looking to expand our GSP foster home family.   

II.  Foster Home Requirements 
 
 Foster homes must go through the same application process that adoptive homes do – 

including an online application, reference checks and home visit.  Foster homes are responsible 

for the care of their foster dog.  It is expected that the foster home would care for the foster GSP 

as they would their own dog.  The foster ensures that the foster GSP is fully vetted, 

microchipped, crate and housetrained, fed, watered, exercised, socialized, and receives some 

basic training.  Mid-Atlantic GSP Rescue provides necessary vet care for all GSPs within the 

program  (more details below), heartworm preventative, a crate if necessary, and food if it is a 

financial burden for the foster home to provide food.  We ask that foster homes make a minimum 

commitment of three months for each foster dog, as 1-3 months is the average time our dogs are 

in a foster home.  If a dog has medical issues or is a senior, then that time frame is increased to 6 

months.  We do our best to honor requests for certain characteristics, but please keep in mind 

that GSPs joining the program are new to us and we are not yet familiar with the dog’s level of 

training or behavior in most situations.  One of the volunteer tasks assigned to you as a foster 

home is to evaluate and report your foster dog’s behavior in different circumstances.  Please also 

take the commitment seriously – a dog coming into our program will likely have been already 



moved between several houses, and we will limit a dog’s movement between homes as much as 

possible in our foster program, as well as in our adoptive placement.  

 A successful foster home will place a priority on promoting their dog – by having them at 

events, updating their bio and answering quickly and responsively to inquiries from applicants.  

Please, also do your best to respond quickly and keep your area and state coordinator updated – 

remember this person is a volunteer as well, and likely is fostering a dog in their home in 

addition to the added administrative responsibilities.  Working together is essential as volunteers.  

Foster homes should be proactive in making sure their foster dog is vetted, chipped and has an 

adoption packet assembled.  This is the foster home’s responsibility; do not rely upon someone 

else to do it for your foster dog.  We have our Adoption Contract and Vetting Forms online at 

http://mdgsprescue.org under the Volunteer Tab. 

 
III. Foster Home Responsibilities 
 

Foster families have many responsibilities.  Sometimes, we need to clean off weeks, if 

not years, of neglect and dirt from our new foster.  We need to take care of the physical needs of 

our charges and make right what others have allowed to go wrong.  Underlying all of those 

challenges, however, is our responsibility to evaluate and report the temperament of our foster 

dogs. 

The following are some examples of how you can safely evaluate your foster GSP during 

his time with your family.  Can you pet him all over his body?  Handle his feet? His ears?  Does 

he interact well with other dogs while off leash (in a secure area) or while on leash?    If he is 

good with other dogs, what types of dogs has he had an opportunity to meet?  Puppies, seniors, 

active, mellow, male, female, big, small?  Has he met any other type of small animal?  For 

http://mdgsprescue.org/


example, a cat, birds, ferrets…?  Is he tolerant of being approached and handled by family 

members, strangers, men, women?   

It is very important to evaluate your foster dog in as many new situations as possible.  

You should include this descriptive information in your foster dog’s web biographical, so that 

the Area Coordinator can determine which of our many dogs best suits the prospective adopters 

and families can focus on dogs that are likely to be a good match for their circumstances and 

lifestyle.  Additionally, you should immediately report any behavior that would be considered 

problematic, including but not limited to difficulty house training, destructive behavior, fearful 

behavior, human or dog aggressive behavior, escaping the yard or crate, excessive barking.  Your 

Area Coordinator can help you determine if your foster dog might need additional medical care 

or professional training or if a special home may be needed for your foster dog.    

One reason that dogs are returned to GSP Rescue is miscommunication between fosters, 

coordinators and applicants resulting in the applicant not being appropriate for the dog, or the 

dog not being what the applicant expects.  We cannot always predict every scenario or situation, 

but we must, as foster homes, expose our foster dogs to many situations and environments and 

test their behavior repeatedly.  Our adoptive homes rely heavily upon our global expertise and 

specific hands-on experience with the dogs.  They trust that we will send them a good dog – or at 

least one that they are fully informed about.   

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, please feel free to contact the Area 

Coordinators. 

IV. Foster Checklist 
 
When you get a new dog, you should confirm that you have all of the following:  

1. Vetting completed;  



2. Microchipped;  

3. Adoption Packet complete with all necessary paperwork (Adoption Contract, all vet 

paperwork, any other pertinent paperwork to the dog, but “not” AKC paperwork – we do not 

pass that along). 

These items are the foster homes responsibility. Do not rely on someone else reminding you to 
get these items completed.  We are all volunteers.   Important Contacts 

 
      MDGSPR Volunteer   Contact Information            Area of Responsibility 
 

 
Faith Fields 
President 
 
 

 
fmfield@gmail.com 
410-552-1449 
410-259-9981 
6249 Old Washington Road 
Sykesville, MD  21784 
 

 
Recipient of Adoption contracts and 
checks 
Dog Intake and Transports 
Donation Receipts 

 
Sara Kudile 
Vice President 
 

 
sarastjohn@yahoo.com 
443-566-0495 

 
Vet references 
Mails microchips and heartworm 
meds 
General inquiries 

 
Kathy Crow 
Secretary  
 

 
mailto:crowbird988@yahoo.com 
540-294-3012 

 
Dog Intake Coordinator 
Transport Coordinator 

 
Lisa Croasdale 
 

 
jlcbikes@verizon.net 
 
 

 
Microchip registrations 

Susanna Sammons and 
Beth Johnson 

 Call all applicants 

Foster Home Policies and Procedures 
 
 
I. Fostering Basics 

 
1. Veterinary Costs:  MDGSPR pays for all medical expenses as necessary (see Section 

II for information on how the expenses are paid by MDGSPR).  Vet trips must be pre-
authorized by your area coordinator or board member.  We are generally able to call 
in payment over the phone but need to work that out ahead of time.  Each dog 
adopted from our program must be spayed/neutered, have a heartworm test within the 
last year, rabies, bordatella and DHLPP within the last year.  A fecal test or wormer 
should also be given.  The Lyme and Canine Influenza vaccines are optional as most 
dogs need two, a vaccine and a booster as most have never had the vaccine before.  
However, our area is now number one for Lyme Disease so though not mandatory, it 
is recommended.  Adopters should be educated on the vaccine as we have noticed 

mailto:fmfield@gmail.com
mailto:sarastjohn@yahoo.com
mailto:crowbird988@yahoo.com


many adopters do not keep this vaccine up when they re-vaccinate the rescue dog the 
next year. 
 

2. Food: We ask that you are responsible for all day-to-day expenses, such as food, toys, 
etc.  We are happy to provide TD receipts for these items.  Currently, we sometimes 
receive donations of food from Greyhound Rescue in Philadelphia, PA.  Food, treats, 
etc are available for foster homes to pick up for as long as they last.  If it is a financial 
hardship, we can reimburse for the cost of food.  
 

3. Heartworm Preventative: We provide heartworm preventative, which should be 
given to your foster dog on the first of every month once they test negative. When 
you give your last pill, please contact your area coordinator for more.   

 
4. Collar, Leash & ID:  You need to have a collar and a leash for your foster dog.  All 

foster dogs MUST have an ID tag on them at all times.  We can provide a collar 
with Mid-Atlantic GSP Rescue information on it. You should also attach a tag 
with your own personal information on it.   We will reimburse you the cost of the 
tag. When the dog leaves your care, you can save the tag for your next foster dog.  If 
you lose the tag or need a replacement, contact one of the Area Coordinators, and 
they will send you another one.  When your foster dog is adopted, his adoptive home 
is required to have a leash, collar, and new ID tag.   
 
The idea behind this change is for when a dog, either adopted or fostered, is lost and a 
call is made to GSP Rescue, we typically cannot identify the dog without a large 
amount of work.  In having the foster homes personal information on the tag, as well 
as Rescue information, that will allow easy identification for quick return of the dog.  
In requiring that the adopter bring their own tag and collar to adopt the dog, that will 
eliminate the common problem we have of the adopter not getting their own tag with 
information on it and the Rescue tag remaining on the dog indefinitely.  We 
obviously always want the dog to have ID on it. 
 

5. Microchipping:  We require all foster dogs to be microchipped.  Every effort should 
be made by the foster home to get their foster dog chipped prior to placement, just 
write the coordinator who can mail you a chip, flea/tick prevention and heartworm 
medications at the same time.  We encourage our foster homes to do this as soon as 
possible after receiving a foster dog to ensure the dog’s safety should he become lost 
while under your care.  We provide our own chips and inserter.   
 
Once chipped, please let your area coordinator know and be sure to update the 
microchip number, as well as manufacturer (generally AKC/CAR) in the proper 
database.  Once adopted, the adopter information is also placed onto the microchip 
information along with Rescue’s information.  No separate paperwork needs to be 
filled out by the adopter for this to happen.  

 
6. Yards, Fences & Supervision:  If you have a fenced-in yard and let the dog run 

loose in the yard, do not leave the dog unsupervised until you are sure they can be left 



alone safely and not try to escape. GSPs are often escape artists and typically can 
easily escape a chain link fence, so extra care should be given if you have that type of 
fencing. 

 
If you do not have a fenced-in-yard, you should always keep the dog on a leash when 
taking him out. A foster dog is never to be off-leash in an unfenced area.  Do not 
assume that the dog will stay with you.  Dogs can easily become excited when they 
see someone approaching or notice another animal or bird in the area.   
 
Whether or not you have a fenced yard, you should make every effort to walk your 
foster dog on a leash to help him develop good leash manners. 

 
7. Protecting Your Own Pets:  If you have pets of your own, please be sure that they 

are up to date on their shots at all times.  You should have your dog vaccinated for 
distemper, rabies, and Bordatella (kennel cough).  Your dog should also be on 
heartworm preventative/intestinal worm preventative.  

 
8. Contacting MDGSPR Representatives:  Enclosed in this packet is a list of important 

MDGSPR contacts.  Please keep it handy, and be sure to contact the proper person 
should you have questions or need help.  Remember that our contact list is 
confidential, so please do not distribute any contact information without the 
volunteer’s approval.   

 
9. AKC Registration Papers:  If you receive AKC registration papers for your foster dog 

from a shelter send them directly to Faith Fields, MDGSPR State Coordinator.  Do not 
sign them or pass them on to the adoption family.  Because all dogs placed by 
MDGSPR are spayed or neutered, there is no reason to sign over the papers to future 
owners. MDGSPR keeps statistics of what breeders’ dogs are coming into rescue but the 
paperwork is never used for anything. If adoptive homes wish to participate in agility, 
obedience, or rally, they can easily obtain a PAL number.   
 
 

I. Veterinary Care 
 

10. Veterinary Costs:  When your new foster dog arrives, he must be taken to the 
veterinarian.  Please make copies of the vet bills. Put one copy into your Adoption Folder 
for Rescue (see Section V), and be sure that you fax a copy to 877-206-6715.   
 

11. Selecting a Veterinarian:  This must be done by the Rescue.  You can ask your area 
coordinator for a list of approved vets in your area.  All vet visits should be cleared by 
the area coordinator.  After receiving approval from your Area Coordinator, please 
schedule the appointment yourself based upon your availability. Once the appointment 
has been made, please let the coordinator know the date and time so that credit card 
payment by phone can be arranged if it is not one of our vets setup with our credit 
card.  We prefer to pay the vet directly rather than having to reimburse foster homes.   
Most of our vets bill us monthly and that goes to the Rescue Treasurer. 



 
12. Necessary Procedures:  Your foster dog will need the following vet care, unless you 

have a vet record that states these services have been recently performed.  We MUST 
have WRITTEN proof from the VETERINARIAN or shelter of any vaccinations or 
care the dog has received. If you do not have in WRITING from a VET the dates of 
the required vaccines and tests listed below, then the dog must be vaccinated and 
tested by a vet and written proof of the vaccinations and tests obtained.  If the shots 
are going to expire within 2-3 months, please have the dog vaccinated.  Necessary 
procedures include: 

 
a)DHLPP (lepto may need boosted if no prior history) 
b)Rabies -Please make sure that you have a Rabies Certificate to provide to the 
Adopting Home.  The Rabies Certificate and tag should be put in the Adoption 
Folder packet along with a copy of all veterinary records. 
c)Heartworm test performed upon intake, then annually thereafter.   Note that it is 
recommended that the adoptive home retest for heartworm infection within 6 
months from the date of the last test if the dog had not been on heartworm 
preventative prior to coming into rescue.  A SNAP4 test is our preference as it 
tests not only for heartworm but also Lyme, Erlichia and Rocky Mountain Spotted 
Fever. 
If a dog tests positive for heartworms, we will have them treated and that 
treatment needs to be included in the records.  
d)Neutering/Spaying 
e)Lyme 
f)Canine Influenza 
-Foster dogs are required to receive monthly heartworm preventative. Please 
check with your area coordinator on getting monthly heartworm preventative.  
-If a fecal check has not been done in the past three months, please have one done.  
-A physical exam performed by the vet 
-Nail trimming, if needed. 
-Teeth cleaning:  Teeth cleaning is only performed upon the recommendation of a 
rescue vet and with the Area Coordinator’s approval.  If the dog is older than five 
and needs to be neutered/spayed or sedated for any other veterinary procedure, his 
teeth also need to be checked for cleaning prior to the surgery.  If the dog’s teeth 
need to be cleaned, this is done while the dog is under anesthesia. 
g)Bordatella vaccine (kennel cough):  MDGSPR requires all foster dogs to be 
vaccinated against Bordatella.   If you have dogs of your own, it is also a good 
idea to have them vaccinated.   

 
 

Note:  MDGSPR recommends pre-anesthetic bloodwork for all dogs 5 yrs and over.  Under 
that age we normally decline. 

 
Serious Conditions:  If a dog requires major, expensive treatment for a serious condition (e.g. 
major surgery, broken bones, cancer, epilepsy, heartworm, etc.),     DO NOT proceed until the 
treatment has been approved by a MDGSPR officer.  We have limited resources and must use 



them to the best advantage of all the dogs.  To avoid any possible pain or discomfort of your 
foster dog, please call the State & Area Coordinators with any serious emergency conditions that 
need to be treated.  Do not rely upon e-mail.   

 
The foster home can authorize emergency treatment limited to supportive care and pain 
management of an amount no more than $300.  Please contact the State or Area Coordinators 
for treatment authorization as soon as possible.   
 

13. Veterinary Records:  Please get a complete copy of your foster dog’s veterinary 
records to put in his Folder.  Also, put in the Folder all veterinary records from the 
prior owner, to the extent that they exist.  Before doing so, please take a black magic 
marker and strike out the prior owner’s name and contact information. 

14. Receipts: Receipts should also be included in the Adoption Packet.  Many times our 
vet costs will exceed the donation made by the adopter, and it’s important that 
adoptive homes are aware of that fact.   

15. After the Vet Visit:  Continue to observe your foster dog as you would your own 
dog.  The vet may have missed something in the initial exam, or something new may 
crop up.  While you are petting your foster dog, run your hands over him to look for 
lumps, sensitive spots, hidden wounds, etc.  Keep an eye on his ears and skin.  Watch 
for excessive lethargy, unusual lack of appetite, excessive thirst, etc.  DO NOT adopt 
out a dog with undiagnosed conditions; it reflects poorly on MDGSPR and is unfair to 
the dog and adoptive home.  Bring any concerns to the area coordinator’s attention 
immediately. 

 
I. Other Expenses 
 

16. Boarding:  If alternate arrangements cannot be made, MDGSPR will reimburse you 
for boarding your foster dog while you are on vacation.  We will first seek to find 
another volunteer willing to sit your foster dog, and then will look for low cost 
boarding in your area.  Please let your area Coordinator know in advance of any 
boarding.  Pre-authorization is required for the boarding facility.   

 
I. Behavior and Training 
 

Generally, we know very little about a dog’s level of training when he comes into rescue.  
It is your job to evaluate and report on the dog’s behaviors.  It’s also very important to get 
a start on improving his behavior and training so that he becomes more adoptable.   
 
The Basics: Some basic behaviors that we expect all foster homes to be actively working 
towards are: good greeting behaviors (4 feet on the floor), no mouthing, house training, 
crate training, and sit.  
 
A Little Extra: Foster dogs that will walk nicely on a leash, greet other dogs politely, 
come when called and perform a trick or 2 will stand out on the web site.    
 



Behavioral Concerns: Some foster dogs need more than basic manners training.  If your 
foster dog is exhibiting any of the following behaviors, consult with your Area 
Coordinator and Training Coordinator: 
  

Human aggression* 
Dog aggression* 
Food aggression* 
Toy aggression* 
Separation anxiety* 
Excessive barking 
Destructive chewing 
Excessive digging  
Submissive urination 
Shy or fearful demeanor 

 
Starred (*) behaviors listed above should be immediately reported to your Area and 
Training Coordinators.  If you’re uncertain if your dog is exhibiting any of the above 
behaviors, please contact your Area or Training Coordinator and plan to provide a factual 
accounting of the suspect behavior(s).   

 
17. Separation Anxiety:  Separation anxiety is frequently over-diagnosed.  Some dogs 

have separation frustration, a much lower level of anxiety, and some dogs simply 
enjoy being with their people and will “Velcro” themselves to the owner’s side.  
German Shorthaired Pointers are notoriously clingy dogs by nature.  The fact that 
your foster dog follows you from room to room and does not want to be outside alone 
does not necessarily mean that he has separation anxiety.  If you’re uncertain whether 
your foster dog has S.A., discuss it with the Area or Training Coordinators. 

 
18. Aggression:  If your foster dog shows any signs of aggression, you MUST discuss 

this with the Area Coordinator immediately.  WE WILL NOT place a dog exhibiting 
aggressive behavior without evaluation.  Human aggression is especially important to 
fully and completely disclose.  Even if you’re not certain the behavior was 
“aggressive” – report it to your Area and Training Coordinators.  In dealing with an 
aggressive dog, trust your instincts.  If you have a bad feeling or just do not trust your 
foster dog, then follow-up with your Area Coordinator is warranted.  Do not keep 
these feelings to yourself! 

 
Remember, you can always ask your Area, State, and Training Coordinators for advice 
on training matters.  Additionally, the rescue periodically provides training for foster 
homes – join in!  The Yahoo list for your area can also be a great resource for trouble-
shooting the basics.   
 
 

I. Website Write-ups, Updates and Photographs: 
 



Website write-ups and photographs of our dogs are very critical.  We have pictures and 
write-ups of the dogs on the web in order to draw people to our site.  Even if they are not 
adopting, many folks read the site daily to check the updates on the dogs and are 
passionate MDGSPR supporters who make donations, especially when a particular dog 
needs care.  Therefore, it is important that the web biography provide as much 
information as possible. The best pictures are taken outside, center on the dog’s face and 
include a full body shot.   
 
MDGSPR asks that you provide updates of your foster dog’s bio often, at least once a 
month. We know you are busy, but the picture and bio really do make the difference in 
whether a dog is adopted or not.  Pictures draw people in to take a closer look at your 
dog, and a good bio will seal the deal.  
 
19. The Biography We want to have something on the site within 1 week of the dog's 

arrival in our program and placement with a foster family.  ALWAYS mention any 
behavior or health concerns.  Below is a list of key areas to cover in your foster dog’s 
biographical: 

 
1. Health, overall description, any medications that are short term, any 

medications that are long term or permanent, allergies, arthritis, hip issues, 
problematic conditions 

1. Housetraining  
1. Counter-surfing 
1. Trash-picking 
1. Chewing 
1. Commands he knows 
1. Habits, such as jumping on people or furniture 
1. Behavior with children 
1. Behavior with other dogs 
1. Behavior with cats (If you do not know, please say that.)  You can ask your 

veterinarian if you can temperament test your foster dog at his office with a 
cat if there is a resident cat on hand.  Our list of approved homes for adoptions 
with cats tends to be long, as is the list of homes with small children.) 

1. Leash training 
1. Crate training 
1. Special sleeping requirements 
1. Activity level:  high energy, couch potato, types of activity he enjoys, etc. 
1. Specific fears that cause a reaction of some type (barking, pacing/hiding when 

nervous during thunderstorms, submissive urination, toddlers, etc.) 
1. Response to commands like “come” 
1. Response to raising/lowering of your voice 

 
It is important to include information about their personality.  If you love your foster dog, 
show it! Someone reading about your foster dog will learn to love them to.  You may also 
include a description of the dog’s personality and activities that the dog enjoys.  This 



makes the dog’s website fun and interesting to read and helps encourage potential 
adopters to adopt a GSP.   
 
DO NOT assume that a potential adopter has read your dog’s bio – you MUST re-
emphasize all of the bad traits of your foster dog, as well as any health issues or past 
treatment when you start talking to the adopter.   
 

I. Adoption Packet 
 

Every foster dog needs to have an Adoption folder.  This is the folder in which you 
will place all of the information about your foster dog.  This folder is passed along to 
the dog’s new adoptive family at the time of adoption.  Also in the folder should be a 
contract for the adopter to take home, and a copy that you will keep and mail to Faith 
Fields along with the donation amount.   

 
Include the following items in the folder when passing on the dog to his new home: 
 

20. Copies of all vet bills associated with the dog--these copies inform the adoptive 
family of the veterinary care that was provided to the dog. 

21. The rabies certificate and the rabies tag 
22. Date of the last Heartguard dose written on the front of the pouch and on the contract 
23. Written list of any information you want provided to the adoptive family 

 
   

I. Adoption  
 
24. Each foster dog must stay a two week minimum and until fully vetted and evaluated.  

Dogs must be up-to-date on shots and spayed/neutered.  
 

Your foster dog is ready to be adopted if he is spayed/neutered, UTD on all shots, has no 
serious behavioral problems, and is as healthy as he will ever be. 
 
A majority of the time, applicants will be put in touch with the foster home only after 
their application has been fully approved with references checked and home visit 
completed. We do have exceptions, but not many.  They are required to travel to you to 
meet the dog. Do not offer to transport or meet them somewhere with the dog.  It 
may seem nice, but adopters that will not travel the entire way to meet the dog are far 
more likely to return the dog, and then will expect you to meet them to get the dog.  If 
you are not comfortable meeting them at your house, suggest a local park option.  It is 
preferable for them to meet you at your home where the dog will be acting settled and 
most like itself. Also, make sure the adopter understands that they must return the dog to 
us if they ever have the need to rehome the dog, and that the dog will need to be returned 
to where it was adopted from.  The adopter is required to bring any current dog that 
lives in their home to meet the potential dog.  You may know that your foster gets 
along with any dog, but you do not know that their current dog gets along with any dog.  
The adopter may not EVER leave with the dog without signing a contract and 



leaving the adoption fee.  If you have a situation in which the adopter asks you to do 
this, please contact your Area Coordinator before allowing them to leave with the dog.  
They can always pay for the dog online at our website using Paypal.  Leaving their 
checkbook at home is not an excuse.  A fully approved home is permitted to meet and 
adopt on the same day – so if a family is coming that day, you should be prepared for 
your dog to be adopted – making sure they are fully vetted and their adoption packet 
ready to go.   
 

  
There are some things you need to do before your foster dog is placed: 

 
1. Make sure that all of the necessary vet work has been done. 
1. When the potential adoptive family contacts you for information about your foster 

dog, please answer all questions honestly. 
1. If you have concerns about the potential adoptive family, please let the President and 

Adoption Coordinator know immediately.  You can stop the adoption if you do not 
feel that the family will take proper care of the dog! 

 
GSP Specifics to be aware of in matching your dog:  
 
Chain link fencing:  Many GSPs will climb chain link fencing, especially when left 
unsupervised in the yard.  If a potential adoptive home has chain link fencing and you do 
not have chain link fencing, you will need to test the dog to be sure he won’t immediately 
climb this type of fence.  Additionally, you will need to discuss not leaving the dog 
unsupervised in the adoptive home’s chain link fenced yard.  Only after the adoptive 
family is certain the dog will not attempt to climb the chain link should the dog be left 
without supervision in a chain link yard.    
 
Cats:  We assume a GSP is not cat-friendly until proven otherwise.  If your foster has 
interest from a home with a cat, your foster needs to be cat tested.  Contact your area 
coordinator if you do not have a friend or neighbor willing to permit testing on their cat.  
Testing should always be done on leash.  And homes with cats should be warned even 
with a cat tested and possibly friendly dog, no unsupervised interaction between dog and 
cat should occur.   
 
Apartments:  Apartments are often not the best choice for a GSP. If an apartment 
applicant is interested in a non-senior GSP, they will be asked to provide their exercise 
plan for their new GSP, which should include off-leash activity, and likely a daily jog.  If 
you are unsure about this, please contact your Area and Training Coordinator.   
 
In communicating with the adoptive home, please provide as detailed as possible the life 
of your foster so they will know what to expect.  Explain to them about monthly 
heartworm preventative, crating and not to leave their new dog unsupervised in the home 
or yard.  DO NOT ASSUME the adoptive home will have any knowledge about 
having a dog at all.  Part of our job as a rescue is education.  Better to over-educate and 



risk being condescending than to neglect an important element that results in a failed 
adoption.   

 
VIII. Adoption Procedures 
 

25. MDGSPR Volunteer Adoptions:  Our foster homes are not given first priority in 
adopting.  If the foster home decides they want to adopt, they should let their area 
coordinator know immediately.  If an approved home has already been put in touch 
with the foster home, then that approved home will have the right to adopt before the 
foster home if they so choose.  This is in an effort to be fair to our adopters – if we are 
advertising the dog as being available for adoption; it needs to be available for 
adoption.   

 
If a dog has been offered to an adoptive family, no volunteer will be considered until 
the adoptive family has made a decision.  It would be unfair to withdraw the offer of a 
dog once it has been made.  If a foster home decides that it wants to adopt the dog it 
is fostering after the dog has been offered, the foster home should not communicate 
that information to the adoptive home.  To do so would put unreasonable pressure on 
the adoptive home. 
 
You will be required to adopt as a normal adopter – with contract and adoption fee. 
 
Adoptions:  
 

The foster home is not only responsible for providing the foster dog to meet 
applicants, but handling the adoption if the applicant wants to adopt the dog.  
Please be sure you are familiar with all of our policies regarding adoption as it 
is important everything takes place correctly.  
 
We allow the first approved applicant that meets a dog, to adopt that dog if 
they so choose.  If there are two interested families in a dog, the first family 
approved who sets up a meeting time with the family within 7 days, will have 
their meeting time honored and will be given the first chance to adopt the dog. 
If you have questions in handling two approved adopters, please discuss with 
your area coordinator.   
 
Adopters will be required to bring with them a collar and tag with their 
own information on it to adopt.   
 

 Puppies: under a year is $375  
 Dogs:  one year to five years is $350  
 Dogs:  six year to eight years is $250  
 Dogs:  over eight years is $200  

 
 



1. Make sure your foster dog looks and smells his best on adoption day.  A bath 
and good brushing will ensure he makes a good impression and receives a 
warm welcome from his adoptive family. 

 
1. Prepare the adoption contracts (see Section VIII), and collect the adoption fee.  

Checks should be made payable to Mid-Atlantic GSP Rescue.   Be sure the 
adoption contract is filled out entirely.  This information is mostly provided 
by the foster home.  Also, be sure to point out two important parts of the 
contract: a dog that ever leaves the adopters home needs to be returned to us 
and, the adopter is responsible for getting the dog to the vet for a check up 
within 30 days of adoption.  Remember a dog cannot leave your home without 
the adopter leaving a signed contract and adoption fee.   

 
1. Put the adoption contracts in your dog's folder along with all of his medical 

records, rabies certificate, rabies tag and as much information about the dog as 
you can think of to write down.  Write down all of his likes, dislikes, quirks, 
etc.  It will ease his transition to his new home.  Remember to list the date of 
the last Heartworm preventative. 

 
1. Mail ONE copy of the adoption contact and payment to the Faith Fields as 

listed on the contact list in the front of this handbook (see Section VIII). 
 

2. While they are actually meeting the dog, reiterate any bad habits, undesirable 
traits that the dog has – this should occur 3 times: in the dog’s bio, when the 
foster home emails the home, and again when they come and meet the dog.   
 

3. Recruit! Recruit your adopter to be on the Yahoo list in their area – you can 
ask them if they are interested and just let one of the Board members know if 
they are.  Recruit them to foster dogs – if they understand each foster home 
enables us to save one more life, they may be willing to open their home once 
their adopted dog is settled.  
 

 
Thank you in advance for all the love you will bestow on Mid-Atlantic GSP 
Rescue’s foster dogs.  Your efforts and hard work are truly appreciated.  We hope 
your fostering experience will be both fun and rewarding!     
 
 
 
 


